Evaluation of lighting conditions in relation to visual comfort in workplaces of weavers in a textile mill.
The present investigation was undertaken to examine the lighting conditions in a weaving shed and also to assess visual comfort of the weavers and their visual preferences to the lighting levels. A light meter was used for measurement of the illuminances. Comfort vote cards and preference vote cards were administered on almost all the weavers (N = 95). The results indicated that the illumination levels were very low compared to the Indian Standard (1966) or IES standard (1973). A substantial proportion of the weavers had no visual comfort at work and expressed their preferences for higher illumination levels for comfort, safety, and optimum work performance. The results have been discussed and appropriate measures have been suggested for improved lighting in a cost-effective manner.